Family Story Narrative Essay

Criteria

Be sure to look at the guidelines you were already provided!!!

1. Order of events: 

a. should be some type of beginning, middle, end
b. needs to be some type of conflict, no matter how small; otherwise, it’s not a story, it’s just a description
c. begin with character doing something, saying something (dialogue), or revealing thoughts or feelings through narration; DO NOT begin with background information (“In 1945, …,” “One day when I was nine,…,” etc.); THAT’S BORING! Begin IN the story, and provide necessary background as you go
d. be sure that you are consistent in your verb tense
2. Character development: SHOW (don’t tell) the characters through their:
a. actions

b. words (both what they say and how they say it)

c. thoughts/feelings

d. physical appearance/body language

e. what others say about them/how they interact with others, etc.

3. Setting: provide some setting description, particularly elements of setting that impact what the characters say and do; simply saying, “at my house…” doesn’t tell us much
You will be assessed using the same criteria as the text analysis essay, but here is how it applies to this assignment:
Content and Analysis: The story should have a clear purpose (to entertain…; to inform…; to inspire…; to express…, etc.). There does not have to be a lesson/moral, but the story should answer the question “So what?” (this basically has to do with the conflict and how it is resolved).

Command of Evidence: Include thorough details (see above).

Organization and Style: Is there a clear, logical order of events (even if that order is not chronological)? Are your sentences crafted effectively for maximum impact? Have you chosen precise vocabulary, relying on nouns and verbs to do most of the work, rather than adjectives and adverbs?
Conventions: punctuation, spelling, capitalization, usage, etc. 
