Welcome to Mr. Jackett’s English 9R class for the 2016-2017 school year!
mjackett@smithtown.k12.ny.us  mjackett1.weebly.com  Twitter: @stownenglish #stownenglish
In this course, students will engage in a wide variety of reading, writing, speaking and listening activities that will help them on the path of school, personal, and professional success.  Students will grow as writers by studying the work of published authors, as well as by focusing on the purpose and audience for which they are writing.  Students will also engage in class and independent reading of novels, plays, short stories, poems, and essays.  
The goal is for students to come to see themselves as competent readers and writers for whom reading and writing are important parts of their lives.  We will also spend time engaging in dramatic and other speaking activities, again with a focus on the effect one’s words can have on an audience.  In addition, students will be exposed to online learning activities, such as discussion boards.  
Materials: What You Will Need (Supply List)-Due NOW!:
1 Composition Notebook (you will probably need a second before the year is out)
2 Pocket Folders (1 to stay in the classroom, 1 to carry with you)
Loose-leaf paper

Highlighter and sticky notes (optional)

In addition, please bring in a handful of pens and pencils to go in a supply box for the class, so that we don’t have to waste time trying to find something with which to write. Thanks!

Course Requirements:

Much of the course will be designed around student interests as the year progresses, but here is a rough idea of what we will strive towards each quarter. Grading will be on a total points system, with more significant assignments being worth more points.   

· Writing: this includes essays, personal narratives, 3rd-person accounts, etc.
· Writer's Notebook: this is where you will respond, informally, to the world around you, both independently and through assigned prompts.  This is about quantity: the more you write, the better.
· Discussion Board Prompts/ Homework: you will respond to the essential questions of the course online, as well as other homework.
· Quizzes: we will have occasional quizzes on assigned reading.

· Class participation: this includes discussions, peer feedback, and online replies
There is a research paper requirement for English 9. This will be worked on primarily in the third quarter. 
Much of your grade for this course will be based on participation, both in class and through assignment completion, and evidence of growth, both within each quarter and over the course of the year.  
Late assignments will be accepted, rarely, at my discretion.  The student must provide a written explanation signed by the student and parent.  If possible, this documentation should be provided ahead of time if a student knows that she or he will not be able to complete an assignment on time.

Extra Help

I am available for extra help on an as-needed basis after school, before school, and during my prep periods throughout the day. Please make an appointment, preferably 24 hours in advance.  Realize that I will do my best to accommodate you, but occasionally may have another obligation that I cannot miss, and so will have to meet with you at a different time.  (Here’s my e-mail address if you need to get in touch with me outside of school hours: mjackett@smithtown.k12.ny.us.  I can’t promise it, but I do sometimes check it in the evenings and on weekends.)

Attendance

You are expected to attend class.  If you do not, you will not do as well.  
It is important not only for you that you are here, but for your classmates and me.  When people are absent, the class suffers.  English class often revolves around discussion.  We need your participation and input.  Also, one of your peers may provide a great insight during class, and if you’re not there, I can’t just give you a handout to make up for what you’ve missed.
In accordance with state and district guidelines, students may be absent no more than five times per marking quarter.  More than five legal, excused absences will require the completion of an incomplete assignment in order to earn credit for that quarter.  Failure to adequately complete this assignment by the teacher-assigned due date will result in automatic failure for that marking quarter.

In the event that you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  Please realize that the moment I’m about to begin class is not the best time to do this.  Also, if you know ahead of time that you will be absent, the responsible thing to do is to let me know before you are absent.  Any work that has already been assigned, but that is due while you will be absent, is expected before your absence.  Finally, if you are absent unexpectedly, and are able, please communicate with me through the above e-mail address so that you can stay on top of your work.   

STATEMENT OF INTEGRITY  

      The English Department of the Smithtown Central School District expects the highest conduct from its students.  We encourage all of our students to work hard and to do their own research and writing for homework, special assignments or projects. Any evidence of plagiarism may result in no credit for the assignment.  Assignments are considered to be reflections of an individual’s work unless otherwise instructed by the teacher. If a student is caught using material that he or she did not create themselves, the student may not get credit for the paper, project, etc. 

      Exams and other assessments should be considered opportunities for a student to show what he or she has learned over the course of the unit, semester or year.  During any assessment, if the student is caught using any kind of electronic device (including but not limited to cell phones) or has an electronic device out, the student may automatically fail the exam. Therefore, cell phones and other electronic devices should be left at home or in the student’s locker during exams.   In addition, attempting to give or receive assistance in any form during an assessment may result in a failing grade for all parties involved.

Classroom Conduct and Behavior Contract

Disrespectful, Insubordinate, and/or Disruptive Behavior

Disrespectful, insubordinate, and/or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated in the classroom as it impinges on other students’ ability to learn.  Infractions of this policy will result in the following:

	Disrespectful, insubordinate, and/or disruptive behavior 

(including, but not limited to):


	Consequences 

(including, but not limited to):



	· Personal/side conversations

· Calling out

· Not following directions

· Off task behavior, comments, or questions 

· Insubordinate behavior and/or remarks


	1st Offense:

· Verbal warning and/or seat change

2nd Offense:

· Seat change and/or written referral with parent contact

3rd Offense

· Dismissal from class to ISD or unit office followed by a written referral with parent contact

*Students who exhibit a pattern of disruptive behavior will incur consequences at second offense level or higher.

	· Use of profanity/vulgar language

· Vandalism

· Perceived threats/threatening language

· Sexually suggestive language or behavior

· Destructive behavior
	1st Offense: 

· Dismissal from class to ISD or Unit Office followed by a written referral with parent contact

*Repeated offenses in this category will be immediately referred to Building Administrators.


Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices (including headphones)

The consequences for violating the ban on electronic devices are as follows:

· The first time a cell phone or other device is seen or suspected during class, a referral will be written for the student to serve lunch detention and a parent will be contacted.

· The second time a cell phone or other device is seen or suspected during class, the referral will be amended for after school detention and a parent will be contacted.

· The third time a cell phone or other device is seen or suspected during class, the student will be immediately sent to ISD, and the electronic device confiscated to the Unit Office.

· Students who violate the ban more than once during one school week, will automatically begin consequences as if their devices have been seen a second time during a class period.

· Students who repeatedly violate the ban are displaying a lack of respect for the school policy, their teacher, and their classmates, therefore their consequences will involve more severe penalties from school administration.

Passes

· Students are required to sign a log in order to get a pass to leave the room for any reason.

· Students may not have a pass to get food from the cafeterias or vending machines.

· Students’ use of passes will be limited at the discretion of the teacher.

· If a consistent pattern of abuse persists, all passes for that student will be suspended.

General Philosophical Stuff

Here are some things I believe in and expect from my students:

1.  Respect-yourself, me, your classmates, the materials we use, everything.  This is important everywhere, but especially in English class, where we need people to be comfortable expressing their opinions.  

2.  Be nice to other people.

3.  Work hard.  Your job is to learn, and I, the teacher, am only partially responsible for making sure that happens.  You, the student, have to be involved and engaged, not just aiming to complete assignments for the sake of being done.

4.  Take responsibility for your actions, or, in the case of missed assignments, lack of action.

5.  Taking responsibility also includes coming to talk to me if you are having difficulty, not waiting for me to figure it out.  I am a teacher.  I don’t expect (and you shouldn’t expect) that everything will be easy for you.  It is my job to help you understand.  So come talk to me.  But realize that this means ahead of time, not the day something is due.

6.  Show concern for your work.  This goes back to respect and working hard. 

I hope that you will find this course rewarding on many levels.  I am excited to get started.  I hope you are, too.

Let’s get to work,
Mr. Jackett
Please tear off this portion of the classroom contract and return to me as soon as possible.  Thank you.
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