Guidelines for Commas: it's all LIES!!!

L: Lists. The comma before the final item in a series is optional.

I: Introductions (and Closers). Place a comma before elements that precede the subject. If the element is shorter than five words, and if the element would not cause confusion, then the comma is optional.  If the introductory element includes a verb, then the comma is required.

E: Extra Information. Divide extra (nonessential) information of all kinds with a comma on each side.

S: Side-by-Side Sentences. Separate independent clauses (sentences) with a comma and a conjunction. (Note: Also, observe the comma rules that apply to quotations.)

Your reader will appreciate observance of comma rules because commas prevent word collisions that result in confusion. Unnecessary commas impede comprehension.
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