Revising CRISP-ly

CRISP your writing:

 C ut words
 R educe clauses
 I ntensify verbs
 S harpen diction
 P ack phrases

First, C ut words.  


Cut out every word that can be spared.  That eliminates "due to the fact that,” "in 
order to," and all other wordy constructions that don't say anything. 

Next, R educe clauses.  


Almost all clauses can be reduced in some way--often through appositives or other phrases. Instead of "Barack Obama, who is President of the United States, . . . " simply eliminating "who is" reduces it from a relative clause to an appositive. 

Then, I ntensify verbs.  


Circle verbs and intensify the weak ones. See the attached list for “vivid verbs.” 

After that, S harpen diction.  


Find the very BEST words for the audience and the purpose. Pay attention to the 
level of diction that is best for the audience, subject, and occasion. Change any words that are either "higher" or "lower" than is best. 

Finally, P ack phrases. 


Move them behind the nouns. Instead of "A proposal presented by Derek Bok, the 
president of Harvard University, was defeated," pack it to "Harvard president Derek Bok's proposal failed." Using the example above: “Barack Obama, 
President of the United States,” becomes "U. S. President Barack Obama…”

Vivid Verbs to Build Commentary
 
LIMIT your use of the verb to be or the surface-level “shows.”  Choose verbs to build commentary (e.g. amplify, convey demonstrate, depict, exemplify, etc.)

