
Keeping a Writer’s Notebook

Writing for College - … - Mrs. Cooley

Improving your writing takes practice, and writing down ideas by hand allows your mind to think in a different way as you practice the brainstorming step of the writing process. Since reading and writing are so closely linked, I’d like for you to keep a Writer’s Notebook on a variety of topics throughout both first and second quarter. … Each entry must be handwritten and neatly presented in a black and white notebook. …
Choose from the list of ideas below:

· Choose a picture of a person unknown to you online. Be creative with your search. Once found, closely observe and analyze his/her facial expression, clothing, and body language as well as the setting of the picture. Then, write a detailed character description of this person as if he/she was going to be the protagonist of a story you’re about to write. Give him/her a name, occupation, family history, hopes/dreams, conflict, as well as an explanation of what he/she is doing in this setting. Be sure to include the picture of this person with your entry. 
· Analysis of Writing : Find an article from a credible online newspaper or magazine that highlights a current event, topic, or issue. Provide a summary of the article and analyze the structure of it - What techniques does the author use to construct it? Analyze and describe the writing style, word choice, syntax, etc. How are these choices effective in presenting the topic of the article? 
· News Response : … respond to stories in the news...  Find coverage of a news story either in print or media form. Cut out articles, watch CNN, or go online. Provide a summary of the story and then respond to its coverage as well as the story itself. Provide either the article or URL at the top of your entry. 
· Write down a traditional family story as a keepsake for the future.
· Describe two school-related issues and give a personal response to each.
· Using the school databases, research a topic that interests you: hockey, hiking, vacuum cleaners, snakes, or whatever strikes you. Find one article on the topic, read it, and annotate it. Then, provide a summary of the article including what you’ve learned and how you can use that information in the future. 
· Generate a list of your favorite words (minimum 30).
· Choose 20 “ordinary” or “flat” words that are often used in your writing and provide two words for each that would be better and more powerful choices to enhance your writing. For example, “stroll” or “saunter” would be more engaging and visual over the word “walk.” 
· Talk to someone about a topic that interests you.  Then, record both your ideas and his/her ideas on the topic. Record the resolution and/or how the conversation led to new understandings. 
· Make a diary entry about an important event that has recently happened in your life and how you plan or hope to grow from that event. 
· Find a passage in a piece of literature that you’re currently reading that speaks to you in some way. Provide a copy of this passage in your entry. Analyze the techniques the author uses to construct it. Analyze and describe the writing style, word choice, syntax, etc. How are these choices effective in evoking a reader response? Describe that response. 
· Research a charity or community service organization that you would be interested in helping or getting involved with. Describe the charity/service organization and persuade your reader to get involved. Be sure to touch upon the purpose of the organization and the ways one can become involved. Most importantly in your persuasion, explain why it would be important for anyone to do so. 
Questions for Memoirists

Answer the following questions in the Writing Section of your Writer’s Notebook.
1. What are my earliest memories?  How far back can I remember?

2. What are the most important things that have happened to me in my life so far?

3. What have I seen that I can’t forget?

4. What’s an incident that shows what my family and I are like?

5. What’s an incident that shows what my friends and I are like?

6. What’s something that happened to me at school that I’ll always remember?

7. What’s something that happened to me at home that I’ll always remember?

8. What’s an incident that changed how I think or feel about something?

9. What’s an incident that changed my life?

10. What’s a time or place that I was perfectly happy?

11.  What’s a time or place that I laughed a lot?

12. What’s a time or place when it felt as if my heart were breaking?

13. What’s a time with a parent that I’ll never forget?

14. What’s a time with a grandparent that I’ll never forget?

15.  What’s a time with a brother or sister that I’ll never forget?

16. What’s a time with a cousin or another relative that I’ll never forget?

17. Can I remember a time I learned to do something, or did something for the first time?

18. What memories emerge when I make a time line of my life so far and note the most important things that happened to me each year?
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